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I n these thrawn times... as I’ve already said to 

some, I felt quite daring, walking up to the 

newsagent for the first time after about five 

months ‘shielding’. Although tonight’s 

announcement may have some affect on my  

‘walkabouts’. 

As is suggested by the photograph above, I now 

sport hair which harks back to my art-student, 

hippy days, when life was simpler in a pre-Covid 

times. 

As ever, thanks to all who contributed copy to 

this issue of Viewpoint. As is fairly obvious, 

without contributions from the congregation, 

this would be a very slim volume indeed! 

As to the back page... During my  shielding I 

spent some of me time cartooning (380+) and 

doing some pencil sketches (56+). My apologies 

to those who have seen the entries on my  

FaceBook page, where most of these have 

appeared. (Just be thankful that I haven’t 

included any of the Trump/Johnson cartoons!) 

You will realise that Covid-19 has caused the 

cancellation of most Church Outreach activities. 

No doubt Les will keep you informed of any 

activities which going ahead in his Newsletter.  

Ed. 
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G reetings to you all in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

My greeting to you may seem rather formal, but it is 
meant with a great deal of affection. When we greet 
each other in Jesus’ name we are greeting each other, 
sharing in the recognition of who Jesus is and all that 
he represents.   

 

As followers of Jesus Christ we are bound together in 
such a way that when one of us hurts we all hurt and 
when one of us is celebrating we all celebrate. This is 
the basis of how we are to carry out our pastoral care 
for each other.  

 

In these difficult times of social distancing and self-
isolating, and for some shielding, we are likely to be 
wanting to get back to a normal routine and getting 
back to meeting up with each other and worshipping 
together.  

 

You may have seen notices outside churches saying, 
‘Our building may be closed, but the church is still 
open.’ This reflects the fact that keeping in touch, 
however we can, has continued throughout, and 
much prayer and conversations have continued, and 
this has become part of our on-going witness to The 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

As we gradually get back to some kind of a usual 
routine, contact and conversation will be so 
important to us. So I am offering a set of conversation 
starters based on well-known sayings from the Bible. 
The first one is as follows:- 

 

‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’ (Genesis 4: 9) This is what 
someone might say when excusing themselves of 

unwanted responsibility. Questions you might want 
to ask:- ‘How does this fit with my faith?’ ‘What do 
others think?’ and ‘Can we live with the differences 
expressed?’ 

 

If you wish to share some of your conclusions please 
let me know and we will try to find a way of 
including them in worship and perhaps other 
occasions in due course. 

 

I look forward to getting to know you all and working 
with you as we carry out God’s Mission together. 

 

With all good wishes and every blessing, 

 

Andrew 
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Perhaps the most important piece of news this 

month is that we are delighted to induct our new 

minister Rev Andrew Birch to the ministry at KRURC. 

We give a very big welcome to him and his wife 

Hilary and hope that they will be very happy in 

Westcliff. His induction will be on 12th September. 

Because of Covid restrictions attendance will be 

limited, but I believe that it may be streamed live and 

you will find more details about this elsewhere. 

This is an appropriate time to give a huge vote of 

thanks to Rev Geoff Wright, assisted by Maggie, who 

has held the fort so ably since Melanie left. As a non-

stipendiary minister Geoff has been holding down a 

day job whilst acting as minister and shepherd to the 

flock whilst coping with his own health issues and we 

owe him a debt of gratitude for of all his work. 

We must also thank all those other people who have 

worked to keep our church going through some 

strange events , giving freely of their time to hold 

things together, taking hard and difficult decisions, 

particularly with regard to finance and staff 

redundancies. Having lost a considerable amount of 

income, the loss to our church’s  finances has meant 

that our Centre Manager has not been replaced as 

yet, after her retirement and other church personnel 

have had to consider redundancy. We remember all 

these at this time, thanking them for their past work 

and wishing them well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last few months have seen the deaths of several 

of our older members who have been mentioned 

elsewhere. We knew of Jean Wallace’s death just in 

time for the last Viewpoint, but there was not time to 

make special comment about her. 

Jean Wallace sadly died on the 1st July 2020,  aged 89 

after suffering for some time with Chronic Kidney 

Disease and vascular dementia. 

For a number of years, Jean had been an active 

member of the church, firstly at St George’s and then 

Crowstone . She lost her husband, Andy also a church 

member in 1984. She had a great love for singing and 

was a member of the Southend Bach Choir. 

Within this forum she enjoyed catering for members 

of the choir, ensuring that they had copious amounts 

of tea, coffee and buffet food after concerts. Jean 

was known to take her trusty urn up to the Royal 

Festival Hall in readiness for the Choir after 

completing the Messiah from scratch. Jean was 

always full of life and was known to tow her caravan 

up to Scotland well on into her years. Despite her 

latter illnesses, Jean always seemed bright and 

interested in all our lives.  

Despite later losing her mobility, Jean was finally well 

cared for at Abbeyfield St George’s House and would 

attend church whenever able to do so. 

Jean was always appreciative of support of family, 

Geoff and church members. She leaves behind four 

children, Andrew, Russell, Catherine and Malcolm 

and numerous grandchildren. 

Her lively personality will be much missed from our 

lives.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of writing we have just heard of the 

death of Dorothy Hawken. Dorothy was a giant of our 

church, probably the longest serving member. She 

was an Elder Emeritus of strong faith and well into 

her 90's. 

Much will need to be said about Dorothy in the next 

days and weeks and we will need to mark the passing 

of a lady who retained most of her faculties until late 

in life.  

(Continued over page...)                                          

Pastoral 
September/October 
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A source of inspiration and support to hundreds of 

folk, especially young people. The first female bank 

manager and early female deacon of the 

Congregational church. 

At present we have no further details, but I will pass 

anything on that comes my way. A longer piece will  

appear in the next Viewpoint. My own personal 

reflection appears later in this issue of Viewpoint. 

Please remember a great lady in your prayers , 

together with her family and friends who mourn. We 

may mourn but it was a life beautifully lived to the 

end. 

*** 

The current Covid situation will give rise to many 

thoughts about the need for prayer and thanks to 

various people and groups within our society. 

Everyone will have their own thoughts here but I 

would mention all those in schools, both children and 

young people and the staff entering into the 

unknown. This will be  a difficult time for them all and 

we would offer our prayers to God in this regard. We 

pray too for our decision makers that their 

judgements may be driven by knowledge and 

compassion. 

In the wider world the issues around “Black Lives 

Matter” continues to cause death and violence, 

adding to the mix of the American Presidential 

election. We would pray that these complex issues 

may be settled without recourse to violence : praying 

that all people may be treated on an equal and fair 

basis. 

As Pastoral Secretary it is part of my role to pass on 

news about members etc to the pastoral visitors from 

whom you should then hear. If you do not hear 

anything and you do not know who your visitor is 

please contact me on 01702 476162 and I will happily 

inform you. 

I might end on a personal note to ask for prayers for 

all those who have been largely alone during the 

shutdown. This has caused an increase in depression 

and suicide worldwide and will leave mental scars on 

many. We give thanks for those who visit in person or 

by other communication and that all may feel the 

ongoing presence of Christ to comfort them. 

A prayer 

Loving God; there is so much we could pray for we do 

not know where to begin, but we offer our lives and 

those of the world’s peoples into your loving and 

caring hands . May all find comfort there.  Amen 

  

 Derek Groom 
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Dorothy Hawken 

A personal reflection    

 

 

 

 

I  have known Dorothy for nearly 70 years, since my 

family first came to Crowstone Congregational 

Church in 1962. An only child , she lived in Kings Road 

in a large house not far from Chalkwell Avenue. Her 

father owned a Gentlemen’s Outfitters in the 

Broadway, Leigh, which had been started by earlier 

generations of the family and her mother kept house, 

as most wives did in those days. The whole family 

were integral to the life and work of the Church, her 

father was a Deacon and Dorothy followed in his 

footsteps and later became an Elder in the URC. She 

became a great influence in my life as a teenager 

when I joined “Friendship”, the teenager’s part of 

Sunday School , which met on Sunday afternoons in 

the old church vestibule. Those were the days when 

one thought nothing of attending church three times 

a day. Together with Colin Raggett they planned an 

often inspirational meeting for about 30-40 teenagers 

that encouraged us to think widely about our faith, 

and to question established views. For me it certainly 

set me on the road to be a strong non-conformist 

liberal Christian and to give me faith roots that have 

stayed with me all my life. Many of that group went 

on to become Church members. It was whilst playing 

the piano for one Sunday afternoon session that I 

formulated the idea about a future career in teaching. 

On reaching a certain age Colin and Dorothy 

encouraged me in a leadership role in “Friendship” 

and the Junior Department of Sunday School. It was 

also a very good occasion to meet with my future 

darling wife, Linda. As times changed and afternoon 

Sunday Schools moved to the mornings, Dorothy 

continued to lead in other departments guiding the 

minds of children in the ways of Christianity and faith. 

During later interregnums she was often found 

leading our prayers and main church worship. 

Dorothy worked for Barclay’s Bank and became their 

first female Bank Manager. In that role she was sent 

to run a branch in the south of France. Sadly this led 

to serious arthritis which meant that she had to 

return to this country where she was manager of a 

branch in Hamlet Court Road. As her parents became 

older and more infirm Dorothy took early retirement 

to care for them, but that also gave her more time to 

take part in other Church activities such as the Prayer 

Group and the Women’s Group. On finally leaving the 

Eldership, Dorothy was made a deserving Elder 

Emeritus, where she continued to offer wise and 

informed advice in all matters. She never held back in 

asking perceptive and difficult questions at Church 

Meetings. She was a keen flower arranger and for 

many years led the Church flower arranging team. 

She was always present at Church bazaars and fairs , 

running stalls whose items generally sold out. 

She always had a smile for everyone. Having been a 

single lady all her life, the Church became her family 

and its children her children. A new baby was always 

treated with her special welcome. After her parents 

died, Dorothy moved to a flat in Drake Road and later 

as she became less mobile a flat in Imperial Court, 

Imperial Ave. She always took such decisions whilst 

still able to manage them, being well aware of the 

difficulty of moving when age made it difficult. This 

trait continued when she took the decision to move 

to an Abbeyfield  Home whilst still relatively fit. Here 

she lived for the rest of her life, continuing to be 

mentally alert and interested until almost the end , 

when sadly her mind and memory began to fail. 

She was always showed an interest in my family as 

she did many others, offering words of counsel and 

support when needed. As a conscientious church 

visitor for many years she was the last non family 

member to visit my mother in hospital before she 

died, no easy task. 

A regular attender and supporter of all church 

matters she continued to attend until the Corona 

virus prevented it. Her influence has been 

considerable and if anyone deserved a First Class 

ticket to heaven, it was Dorothy.  

A life beautifully lived, she will be much missed.           

Derek Groom 
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In Memory of Dorrie Maidment.  

9th March 1926—18th July 2020 

T hose of us who joined Kings Road URC from 

Westcliff and Bridgewater Drive will remember 

Dorrie Maidment who sadly passed away recently.  

Dorrie first joined Westcliff URC through the Young 

Wives Club with her friend and neighbour Pat Gollin. 

They soon became active members of the church, 

providing refreshments each Sunday after worship 

and organizing fund-raising events for the church and 

Cancer Research UK. Dorrie became an Elder of 

Westcliff URC and remained a faithful member all her 

life. Revd Jim Tarrant said that Dorrie had great 

wisdom and an understanding of people. At Elders’ 

Meetings he could always rely on her for down-to-

earth sensible advice.  

Dorrie was very proud of her war time service. I 

remember her telling us all one Remembrance Sunday 

that she joined the Army, learnt to drive and became 

a chauffeur, driving senior officers all around the 

country.  

As flower secretary, she ensured there were beautiful 

displays of fresh flowers for Sunday worship and for 

weddings. She trained as a seamstress and used her 

skills in needlecraft to embroider stunning banners for 

the church. When Westcliff and Crowstone URCs 

merged, Dorrie’s family donated these to Kings Road 

URC and now we can all enjoy Dorrie’s handiwork 

when they are hung in the sanctuary for the 

appropriate festival.  

Dorrie had great musical talent. She belonged to 

several choirs in the town and with her beautiful 

soprano voice, she was an asset to the church choir. 

She also belonged to the operatic and dramatic 

society WODS. In her heyday, she took lead roles in 

several productions.  

With her husband Ken, a bank manager, Dorrie 

enjoyed an active social life.  Dorrie had a sparkling 

personality, a keen sense of humour and a love of 

life. Her son-in-law Andy says she was never critical 

but positive and supportive and brought 

encouragement to many.  

When Ken died suddenly in 1993, Dorrie was 

comforted by her good friend and neighbour Pat who 

was also widowed. They took holidays together and 

became known as the “Golden Girls”, bravely 

exploring the globe. They had many adventures such 

as underwater diving and hot air ballooning over 

Ayers Rock.   

Dorrie will be sadly missed by her daughter Sam, her 

grandsons Oliver and Fraser and great grandson Jack. 

Yet hers was a long life well-lived. Dorrie spread 

much laughter, love and happiness and the world is a 

richer place thanks to her life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he next informal ‘meeting in the park’ will take 

place on Friday, 11th September in Chalkwell 

Park. 

All  are welcome… please see over the page for 

pictures of the last, rather damp, meeting. 

[Please note: At the time of ‘going to press’, a 

broadcast has been made suggesting that meetings 

of more than six people may be banned from  

Monday, 14th September. This may affect tfuture 

meetings. We will try to keep everyone informed. Ed.] 

*** 
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Thanks to Kay for the photographs 
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Moving Stories 

Zimbabwe 

Rebecca Kapaira, is from the village of Shamva in 
Zimbabwe. “Being a single mother, I have to work 
doubly hard,” she says. “Our economy is so unstable it 
becomes difficult for us to survive.” 
 
Under lockdown, Rebecca fears not being able to put 
food on the table. Rebecca is a farmer, and like most 
Zimbabweans, she depends on just one, increasingly 
unreliable rainy season each year.  
 
 
However, climate-induced droughts mean only one 
season in five has normal rainfall. Experts predict that 
the upcoming 2020 harvest will be even poorer than 
those preceding it. “For the past two years we haven’t 
harvested anything,” says Rebecca. “Our community 
hasn’t been able to predict rainfall patterns. Our 
timing seems wrong every time. The crops never 
mature enough to make it to harvest.”  
 
Life has become harder each day for Rebecca and her 
children. Hyperinflation has sent food prices soaring. 
Rebecca is one of the over four million Zimbabweans 
experiencing emergency food insecurity.  
 
“At the end of the day, women and girls are at the 
receiving end of the coronavirus. It will affect us more 
than anyone else. Why? Because it’s us women who 
do the household chores all the time.” 
 
“We are the ones who fetch firewood for cooking 
from the bush. We are the ones who fetch water from 
unprotected wells, and it needs two to three people to 
pump it. We cannot do social distancing. We are the 
most at risk.” 

Commitment for life supports Christian Aid’s 
phenomenal work in Zimbabwe, which includes 
implementing the Resilience Framework. This 
framework focusses on climate-resilient agriculture 
and natural resource management, in addition to the 
sustainable management of land, water, soils, forests, 
agriculture and agro-pastoralism that reduces poverty 
and hunger in the face of climate change.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The URC’s very own Diana Paulding is part of Christian 
Aid’s Prophetic Activist Scheme. These young 
Christians are working for climate justice. The activists 
launched the Stop Fuelling the Fire Campaign, which is 
petitioning the UK government to end using UK Export 
Finance to fund fossil fuel projects overseas. Diana 
feels strongly about this issue, and with training from 
Christian Aid has, in collaboration with other activists, 
organised a petition to Boris Johnson. Please do sign 
their important petition at https://
you.38degrees.org.uk/p/SFTF 

Pic: Zach Vessels Unsplash 

Central America 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua & 

Guatemala 

Institutional Violence Increases in Nicaragua 
  
A recent report by Amnesty International has 
highlighted the government’s strategy of repression, 
excessive use of force, extrajudicial executions and 
control of the media. Most recently, pro-
government armed groups have been used to halt 
protests in the streets.  
 
Nicaragua is the second poorest country in the 
western hemisphere after Haiti. It is one of the three 
countries in the world worst affected by weather 
catastrophes, and the UN has warned that storms 
here will only get worse. These emergencies push 
back the country's economic development. 
 
Commitment for Life partners with Christian Aid in 
four countries in Central America – Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua. We are 
working with around 30 partner organisations, from 
community-based groups to larger organisations 
operating across the region and beyond.  

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/women/coronavirus-africa-zimbabwe-women-girls-drought-world-food-programme-wfp-un-a9457056.html
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-05/resilience-framework.pdf
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/SFTF
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/SFTF
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/nicaragua-authorities-unleashed-a-lethal-strategy-of-repression-against-protesters/
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Our partners include indigenous communities, small 
farmers’ associations, development organisations, 
research institutions and faith-based organisations.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Commitment 
for Life in support of global justice. 
 

Crazy Climate Children’s Resources 
Download: Age: 7-11 
 
If you are in search for climate resources for the 
children, you may want to try  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/crazy-
climate-all-resources-english 
 
Subject areas 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)/
Global Citizenship 
Geography/Environmental Studies 
Personal, social, health and economic (PSHE)/
Personal, social and emotional development 
(PSED) 
Religious Education (RE)/Religious Studies 
The pack includes 
Activities 
Case studies 
Country profiles 
Climate facts 
A climate poster 
A presentation 
Teacher info 
Worksheets 
 

Bangladesh 

Refugees Suffer under Lockdown 
 
Nearly one million people live in the camps at Cox's 
Bazaar - one of the most densely populated places on 
earth - where social distancing very difficult. The 
Rohingya, who numbered about one million in 
Myanmar, are one of the many ethnic minorities in 
the country and have faced persecution for 
generations.  

The latest exodus of Rohingya escaping to Bangladesh 
began in August 2017 after militants from a Rohingya 
insurgent group launched deadly attacks in Myanmar, it 
triggered one of the largest movements of people in 
recent history. 
 
Life in Cox’a Bazaar is tough. Authorities 
in Bangladesh cut mobile internet access to the sprawl-
ing, teeming camps in the country's southeast a year 
ago, citing security concerns, sparking international 
condemnation. 
 
Foreign Secretary Masud bin Momen said recently that 
the spread of "baseless rumours and misinformation" 
could create panic and destabilise the camps. He has 
said that restrictions on 3G and 4G mobile networks, 
would be lifted very soon. The internet clampdown has 
disrupted communications between different camps, as 
well as with Rohingya still in Myanmar and elsewhere. 
It also complicated wire transfers of money from the 
Rohingya diaspora. Rights groups said the lack of inter-
net access meant misinformation and rumours, particu-
larly about the coronavirus, could spread unverified. 
 
Some 750,000 Rohingya flooded across the border as 
they fled a military crackdown in Rakhine state in My-
anmar in August 2017 that the UN has likened to ethnic 
cleansing, joining some 200,000 already in Bangladesh. 
 
 
 
Your support for Commitment for Life may seem like a 
tiny droplet in a massive bucket of suffering, but for the 
refugees, your support is priceless. Our partner Chris-
tian Aid forms a vital part of the international support 
for Cox’s Bazaar. 
 
 
 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commitment for Life is the Global Justice 
Programme of the United Reformed 

Church in the UK 
kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk | 020 7520 2726 | su-

zanne.pearson@urc.org.uk | 020 7916 8638 
www.urc.org.uk/cfl | www.facebook.com/comm4life 

| Twitter: @Comm4Life1 

Pic: Theodore Goutas - Unsplash 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/crazy-climate-all-resources-english
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/crazy-climate-all-resources-english
http://www.france24.com/en/tag/bangladesh/
http://www.france24.com/en/tag/myanmar
http://www.france24.com/en/20200123-international-court-of-justice-orders-myanmar-to-prevent-rohingya-genocide
http://www.france24.com/en/20200123-international-court-of-justice-orders-myanmar-to-prevent-rohingya-genocide
mailto:kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk
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Kings Road URC – Financial Update (from Alan Clifton, Treasurer) 
 

Y ou have likely read in the press, heard on the radio, or read on-line much about how different organi-

sations have struggled financially during this period of Covid-19 lock down and social distancing. This 

has been particularly true for many charities and churches where premises have been closed and events 

have had to be cancelled. It is true for us too at Kings Road. 

 

Our half year accounts showed a bigger loss than expected, but not overly dramatic. It was when we 

looked forward to the Autumn and Winter months that the position was suddenly very serious and some 

major decisions were required. 

 

I will report first on the half year position on the General Fund then move on to the forecast for the year 

and the decisions taken as a consequence of that forecast. 

 

6 months ending 30
th

 June 2020 

 

 

Our general giving to the church held up well during the early months of the lock down but income from activities 

basically ceased with effect from 18
th
 March when the church building was closed. Investment income was largely 

unaffected, the small shortfall due to part of the solar panel array not working. 

 

The last income line above is a new one. On imposing its lock down restrictions, the Government announced a 

range of financial relief measures and other financial support packages for business. By virtue of the church being 

exempt from Business Rates we were excluded from the support being made available with the single exception of 

the Governments Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme. 

 

In exchange for employers and individual employees agreeing that the employee will be placed on ‘furlough’ the 

Government agreed to pay 80% of the employee’s pay. Employees on ‘furlough’ cannot work for their employer or 

take on any other work during the hours that they would normally be contracted to the church. With the building 

closed the church placed all its employees on ‘furlough’ with effect from 18
th
 March. The income above represents 

80% of our employees pay between 18
th
 March and 30

th
 June. 

 

Expenditure – Some costs reduced on the church being closed, e.g. Gas, Electric, Photocopier but the majority of 

our larger costs are relatively fixed in nature e.g. Ministry & Mission, Staff costs, Insurance. Hence a small saving but 

nowhere near enough to offset the loss of hall letting income etc. 

 

Having given in her notice at Christmas, Karen retired from her role as Centre Administrator at the end of June. Ini-
tial plans to recruit a replacement have been put on hold indefinitely. 

 

(Continued over page...) 

Actual 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2019

Income

Donations (General giving, gift aid & other donations) 25,765 26,100 26,237

Activities (Hall lettings, fund raising, other income) 8,497 17,800 16,578

Investment income (Rents, dividends and solar panels) 5,836 6,385 6,164

HMRC - Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme Grant 5,327 -- --

45,425 50,285 48,979

Expenditure 49,837 53,180 50,665

Deficit -4,412 -2,895 -1,686
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12 months ending 31
st

 December 2020 - Forecast 

 

 

The drop in activities income (principally hall lettings), significant at the end of June, became huge when 

extrapolated forward to the end of the year (down over £28,000). Early in the lock down it looked possible 

that things might be back to normal come the Autumn but reviewing the situation at the end of July it ap-

peared that this was very unlikely until at least the Spring of 2021 and possibly much later. 

 

The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) will provide some further, but diminishing support, until 

the end of October but after that no Government support is presently available to us.  

 

Without the CJRS we were looking at an income shortfall of £30,000 in 2020. Some expenditure savings 

were expected, as in the first 6 months, but nothing that substantially altered the picture. 

 

Given the considerable uncertainty that existed then and continues to exist with regard to the future opera-

tion of the church, and the severe financial pressures currently being faced and expected to continue for 

some time, the decision was taken that the church could no longer afford to maintain its existing contracts 

of employment with its staff. Our employees were notified of this early in August and a formal consultation 

with them conducted. This process is now coming to an end with existing contracts being terminated over 

the coming weeks as per statutory notice periods. It is very unfortunate that these employments should 

end this way. We are very grateful for all that Nick, Lesley, April and Craig have done for the church over 

recent years and wish them well. 

 

A further significant decision was taken by Elders in August in that the church will, commencing in Septem-

ber, reduce its 2020 contribution to the Ministry and Mission fund by £1,000 per month. This decision was 

not easy to take since it is the Ministry and Mission fund that pays minister’s stipends (including Andrew’s) 

and the action runs counter to how our churches are meant to operate. The URC’s ‘Plan for Partnership’ 

requires that payment into the Ministry & Mission Fund is “the first charge on local church’s income”, it has 

a higher priority than any other expense a church will incur. If churches do not support the Ministry & Mis-

sion Fund, the fund will be unable to pay our ministers. We at Kings Road have however been hit harder 

than most churches by the lock down and this action was felt to be unavoidable.  

 

These actions will not prevent the church incurring a significant deficit in 2020 but it is hoped that they will 

make it easier for us to establish a balanced ongoing financial situation leading in to 2021 as we ponder 

the URC’s document “Ready for the new ‘normal’” and work out the path that we will take under Andrew’s 

leadership. 

 

We will need to reflect, these coming weeks, on what other steps we might take to address the significant 
shortfall expected this year. 

(Continued over page...) 

Forecast 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2019

Income

Donations (General giving, Gift Aid & other donations) 53,475 55,275 56,914

Activities (Hall lettings, Fund raising, other income) 11,325 39,750 39,474

Investment income (Rents, dividends and solar panels) 11,975 12,850 12,595

HMRC - Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme Grant 7,740 -- --

84,515 107,875 108,983

Expenditure 100,937 107,275 101,604

Deficit -16,422 600 7,379
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We remain very grateful to you all for your continued giving to the church. This is very important to us at this 

time and very much appreciated given that we have not been able to come together for our normal activities 

for close on 6 months now. There has, however, been a slight drop off in giving in July and August so 

please remain vigilant and if you are able, continue to support the church financially during these difficult 

times. 

 

Thank you very much 

 

Alan Clifton 
Treasurer 

3rd September 2020  
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Crossword for the September/
October issue of Viewpoint 

(PP-Oct_20) 

Across 

1  He must be ‘the husband of but one wife and must        
manage his children and his household well’ (1 Tim-
othy 3:12) (6) 

4  ‘For we must all — before the judgement seat of 
Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:10) (6) 

7  ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they 
were at their — end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4) 

8  See 19 Across  

9  It concerned who among the disciples would be the 
greatest(Luke 9:46) (8)  

13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out 
Paul and Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  

16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-
7) 

17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3)  

19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of the — host ap-
peared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 

24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)  

25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)  

26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  

27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Fa-
ther’s house into a — !’ (John 2:16) (6) 

 

Down 

 

1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)  

2  The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean 
centurion had avision of an angel of God (Acts 10:3) 
(9)  

3  He was one of those who returned with Zerubba-
bel from exile inBabylon to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 
7:7) (5)  

4  ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born — ’(John 3:3) (5)  

5  Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4)  

6  ‘He encouraged them — — remain true to the 
Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2)  

10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  

11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5)  

12 Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) 
(5)  

13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a 
great deal of harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)  

14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in remem-
brance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (4)  

15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 
10:24) (4)  

18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)  

20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5)  

21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while 
on his way to Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 
28:12) (5)  

22 Bats (anag.) (4)  

23 ‘You strain out a — but swallow a cam-
el’ (Matthew 23:24) (4) 
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All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening 

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots in 
pre-Christian times.  In those long-ago days, on the 
last night of October, the Druid priests celebrated the 
Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  They lit great 
bonfires and performed magic rites to ward off the 
dark supernatural powers of oncoming winter.  Today, 
Christians turn to prayer instead of charms to over-
come the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, true 
meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten.  
As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we 
remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for 
others who have gone before us through the gates of 
death. 

 

All 

Hallows 

Halloween 

Druid 

Priests 

 

Festival 

Samhain 

Bonfires 

Magic 

Dark 
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Supernatural 

Powers 

Winter 

Christians 

Prayer 

 

Charms 

Deeper 

True 

Eve 

Closer  

 

Christ 

Thanks 

Loved 

Death  

Gone 

Solution to august Crossword 

Wordsearch Solution for August 

Wordsearch for September/October 
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