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If you’ve been watching Television, or listening to the 

radio, you will have heard that a complete national 

lockdown is being instituted from Thursday, 5th 

November until (at least) 2nd December next.  

Quite apart from any political  views you may have, this decision is going to affect any 

plans published in this issue of Viewpoint. As of 9.00 pm, nothing has been published on 

the Synod web site, so  each published event in this issue is likely to be subject to change. 

Thus anything with a date ‘attached’ is liable to change or alteration, for instance the Taizé 

services due to start on 8th November or a number of the outreach and fund raising 

items. 

If you are ‘electronically savvy’ it would be a good idea to keep a ‘weather-eye’ on Kings 

Road URC’s web site, Kings Road Facebook page, Kings Road email information (from Les 

Denton) or the URC and Eastern Synod websites. Beyond that, the odd ‘phone call might 

keep you informed. 

As I write this at 9.50pm on 31 October the only place that is offering information is: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november 

which states (among other things): 

Places of Worship will be closed, unless they are being used for: 

• Funerals 

• To broadcast acts of worship 

• Individual prayer 

• Formal childcare or where part of a school 

• Essential voluntary and public services, such as blood donation or food banks 

     [or] Other exempted activities such as some support groups. 

Keep safe and look after each other. [Ed] 

Please keep your eyes peeled and ears alert for further information 
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Editorial 

FRAUD 

I t’s a subject I’ve harped on about for some time 

and although not specifically church orientated, it 

is something of which the whole congregation should 

be aware, particularly during this strange pandemic 

time, when many are ‘confined to quarters’. 

Did you know that , up to the end of July 2020, over 

£11 million was by lost by 2866 victims in the UK due 

to Coronavirus-related fraud alone*. The overall 

figure is nearer £96 million! 

Fraudsters will do anything to get their hands on your 

money, whether that’s taking advantage of pension 

reforms or schemes relating to shares, BitCoin, 

Cryptocurrency, fine wines, a multitude of email 

scams, or straightforward ’door-stepping’ – the list 

seems endless.  

Recent  scam emails I have received have purported 

to be from TV Licencing, BT,  various banks (none of 

which I patronise!) and of course my former 

employer HM Revenue and Customs. I’ve even had a 

couple of ‘phone calls purporting to come from 

HMRC, threatening imminent arrest , which would 

have been quite frightening,  had it not been for the 

fact that I know the way HMRC usually does things. 

Clicking on the sender’s email address will usually tell 

you where the message has come from... For some 

reason most of my recent scams have come from 

Italy, but Finland, Estonia and Russia have also 

featured! 

 

 

 

 

 

There have also been local instances of people 

knocking on doors claiming to be from BT etc, 

even apparently trying to force entry on 

occasion, so please be aware that anyone coming 

to your door claiming to represent  a particular 

organisation should have some form of 

identification. If in doubt, retreat and close the 

door quickly! 

* Figures from Police ActionFraud 

T he more observant of you will have noticed that 
this issue of Viewpoint  is for November only, 

rather than the more normal two monthly version. 
This is for no other reason than it allows me to 
produce a ‘Christmas’ issue for December.  

I would therefore like to invite you all to send in 
stories and/or pictures of Christmases past, before 
we were stopped in our tracks by the Coronavirus 
pandemic. 

If I am overwhelmed with articles and photographs I 
will obviously have to do some editing, however it 
would be possible to use some material in later 
issues of Viewpoint. Please email any contributions 
to:  

kruc1@outlook.com 

or, if you have doubts  about  using  electronic 
media, send any contributions to: 

Gavin Inglis 

Viewpoint 

Kings Road United Reformed Church 

91 Crowstone Road  

Westcliff-on-Sea 

SS0 8LH 

or, if you are lucky enough to attend Sunday 
services at the church , or go to the church for 
any other reason, please leave any contributions 
in the church office. 

Remember, in these strange times , to avoid 
disappointment (the old travel cliché) please 
book your place in church on Sunday as early as 
possible. 
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From the Minister’s Desk 

G reetings to you all in the name of Jesus Christ. 

We cannot help but be anxious in these strange 

and difficult times. We all have, no doubt, found ways 

to cope, with the help of those closest to us. It is so 

easy, as we begin to resume some of our activities, 

that we may forget to be as vigilant as we might and 

even wonder what all the fuss is about.  

Our first priority will always be to keep everyone safe 

as we begin to place our toes into the new norm. We 

also need to be prepared to return to a more 

stringent regime if necessary. And in that light we 

must give thought to those in other areas of the 

country who are having to go into stage three 

measures. 

Our thoughts and prayers are also with those whose 

livelihoods are at risk and those who are vulnerable 

and need ongoing support. 

We have seen some wonderful acts of kindness and 

consideration for others, and it seems that when we 

are up against it, we are able to draw strength from 

each other.  

We are able to do this because of the goodness that 

comes from God. We are continually being prompted 

by the Holy Spirit to act in ways that blesses others. 

Jesus said to them again, ”Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.”  John 20: 21. 

This helps us to remember why it is we meet together 

and live our lives together in the service of God.  

Following this letter is a reminder of our Mission 

Statement and a Plan to help us carry that out. 

With all good wishes and every blessing, 

                                                                       

Andrew 

     *** 

 

 

Gathering Prayer 

O  God, help us to: see Christ in all things,  

(hands over eyes, looking around)  

 hear Christ through all things,  

 (hands behind ears)  

 understand Christ from all things,  

 (gathering gesture) 

  feel Christ in all things,  

 (touch fingertips together)  

 know Christ in all things.  

 (fingers on temples)    Amen.  
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WE ARE BEGINNING TO EMERGE FROM THE 
EFFECTS OF LOCKDOWN, AND WE ARE 
BEGINNING TO RESUME SOME OF OUR 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES. PLEASE KEEP AN EYE 
OUT FOR NEWS IN OUR WEEKLY NEWS 
SHEET, ON FACEBOOK  

(facebook.com/KingsRoadURC/)  

OR CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE : 

(kingsroadurc.org.uk) 

MISSION STATEMENT 

A s a local congregation of the United 
Reformed Church, Kings Road URC seeks to 

advance the Christian Religion through its 
activities and the facilities offered to the 
community by its building. Our mission 
statement sets these objectives out more 
specifically as:- 

 

• to offer the gospel of Jesus Christ to all in 
need and distress. 

• to be the hands and voice of Jesus Christ in 
Westcliff-on-Sea. 

• to encourage members of the church to 
live a life of active faith. 

• to be always ready for Christ’s call to 
minister in new ways to a changing world. 

• to provide a welcome and a Christian 
atmosphere within our buildings that 
offers all who enter an encounter with the 
living God. 

• to provide regular worship that offers the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that is 
encouraging and inspiring, that is 
comforting and challenging. 

• to work ecumenically with other churches 
in the local area to build Christ’s Kingdom. 

 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

T he Elders are working on a plan which will 
help promote the aims of our mission 

statement, as we begin to plot our direction, as 
we move into a new era of being church. 

As a church we wish to promote and continue to 
develop:- 

• the inclusive nature of the church. 

• an all-encompassing style of worship. 

• the use of the visual arts and a sense of 
creativity. 

• the use of technology. 

• whole life discipleship. 

I will be setting out each one of these categories 
in more detail in future editions of the 
Viewpoint. If you have any thoughts or 
comments please be in touch. 

Andrew 

andrewbirch.churchmail@gmail.com   

*** 

 

We are recommencing the Taizé services on the second 
Sunday of each month. The first will be: 

 Sunday 8th November at 6.30 pm  

 

Please can you let Margaret (Bidmead) know if you are 
planning to attend so that seating etc can be organised 
in a safe manner.  

Please either contact Margaret by email:  

<margaret.bidmead@outlook.com > 

or by phone on 07956919873 

mailto:andrewbirch.churchmail@gmail.com
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CAKES 

A s we are unable to hold any Outreach or 

Fundraising events due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic we have decided to ‘Think Out of the 

Box’.  

So............ 

 

We are holding a cake sale.  

Please place your order with either Lynda Beamont

(01702 528710) or myself , Margaret Bidmead 

(07956919873) by Sunday 14th November. The 

cakes will be ready for collection, or delivery, in the  

week commencing 13th December.   

 

 

 

 

 

The cakes will all be freshly baked so you can freeze 

them whole or cut up, unless you are really hungry, 

then please eat them straight away!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choice of Cakes  

Victoria Sponge        £4.00.   

Chris’s famous Bread Pudding     50p a slice 

Apple cake                   £4.50 

Fruit Loaf                   £3.50 

Fairy cakes                   30p each 

Chocolate cake        £4.50 

Banana and chocolate cake    £3.00 

Lemon drizzle cake     £3.00 

Vegan chocolate brownies     30p each  

Ginger and raisin cake     £4.00 

Coffee and walnut cake     £4.50 

Mini Christmas cakes     £3.00  

Mince pies       30p each 

 and... 

Marmalade                     £2.50 per jar  

Tomato chutney                 £2.00 per jar  

 and... 

 Weetabix loaf        £3.00 

 Small Cheese and Celery loaf      £2.00 

 Large  Cheese and Celery loaf      £3.00 

 

Payment, in a sealed envelope, will be 

required on receiving the cakes.  
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Remembrance Sunday Poppy  
 

A t the beginning of the year you were asked to 

save 5 pence pieces to bring to church on 

Remembrance Sunday to fill in an outline of a poppy 

on the sanctuary floor during the service. This money 

collected would then have been forwarded to the 

Poppy Appeal.  

Owing to the fact that there are few coins in 

circulation at the moment and obviously it is unsafe to 

collectively fill the poppy shape,  we have come up 

with another plan! 

We are asking that on Sunday you bring  your 

donation for the Poppy Appeal to church and leave it 

in a special container set aside for this purpose [in 

the vestibule].  

This can be silver coins of any  denomination plus 

£1  coins.   

The coins collected will then be placed in a poppy 

shape before the service on Sunday 8th and you will 

be able to view the display after the  service 

( following social distancing guidelines with each 

other, of course)  

We decided to use coins other than just 5 pence 

pieces as many of you may be unable to go and buy a 

poppy and donate as usual. In this way you can add 

your normal donations and the church will send all the 

money to the Appeal for you.  

If you are still shielding and unable to come to  

church on Sundays, Andrew is happy for you to put 

your donation, in a sealed envelope,  through the 

manse letterbox before Monday 2nd November. 

[I realise this date will be a bit tight for some, given 

that Les won’t receive this for publication until this 

evening (31 October). For that, my apologies. 

Perhaps it will be possible to pop an envelope 

through the church letter box .(Ed.] 

*** 

Raising Funds for Kings Road URC 
 

I f you read Alan’s Treasurer’s Report (pages 13 &14) 

you will note that, as ever, the Church relies on the 

congregation  to help in raising funds, particularly in 

these ‘Pandemic-Days’, when our income from such 

areas as  hall letting is considerably diminished and will, 

barring miracles (I live in hope!), continue to shrink. 

We’ve therefore been looking for other ways of raising 

funds for the Church and have decided on a month of 

collecting CDs,DVDs etc which we can sell to raise funds. 

Please see the display on the next page (page 8). 

Our grateful thanks go to Moira Doxford and Pippa, 

who have volunteered to organise this fund raising idea 

for our Church. 

They have been  raising money this way for their own 

chosen charity, Pancreatic Cancer,  with great success, 

so we hope that they will be able to perform the same 

outcome for Kings Road URC. 

But don’t forget, it’s down to all of us to make this fund 

raising effort work. If you expect someone else to do  it 

and they expect someone else to do it, it’s unlikely that 

‘it’ will get done! 
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MOVING ON 

Paul Whittle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A s most of you will know by now, I am – 

somewhat unexpectedly - to leave my post as 

Eastern Synod Moderator at the end of 2020 in order 

to take up a three year appointment as Moderator of 

the National Synod of Scotland.  

This has come as a great surprise to me, as it may to 

you. I was fully expecting to remain as the Moderator 

of the Eastern Synod until retirement. However, I was 

asked to consider this relatively short term role in 

Scotland and, after prayerful consideration, met with 

the discernment group on Monday 28th September. 

That was an extremely positive meeting and I felt a 

strong sense of call.  

I have loved being the Moderator of the Eastern 

Synod and will be extremely sorry to leave earlier 

than planned. Of course, it has had its ups and downs 

but there have been far more good things than 

difficult ones. I have had some great people to work 

with – originally, and for some time, Peter Ball as 

Mission and Training Officer, and Henry Playle, as 

Children’s and Youth Development Officer, more 

recently Lindsey Brown and Nicola Grieves in those 

roles; great office staff, currently Jane Langford-

Horder, Penelope Davies-Brown, Sue Drane, David 

Smith and Shannon Craig, and,previously, Linda Hack, 

Andrew Perkins and Gordon Heald. I have worked 

with three Synod Clerks, three Synod Treasurers, and 

four Pastoral Convenors etc. etc. – some great 

ministers, elders and church members. I will miss you 

all, but feel, despite the challenges of Covid 19, that I 

leave the Synod in a good place.  

God’s blessings on you and on all you are doing  

Bookings  of Church premises. 

 

I  have taken over the role of Booking Secretary 

from Les Denton, and we must thank Les for his 

sterling work  in the past. 

ALL bookings and use of any place in the Church 
must be made through me,.A specific email is 
available on the Church website for this purpose. 

Access to this can be found on the Church website in 

a drop down menu from “Contact Us”   

bookings@kingsroadurc.org.uk 

Here you will be able to make initial enquiries 
straight to me and a booking form will be sent on 
request. 

Any verbal requests and agreements should be 
followed up with written application via this form. 

There are comprehensive cleaning requirements in 

place which all users must adhere to. 

A Centre/Church booking calendar is in operation 

which records all uses and prevents double 

booking . Only a few persons have access to this 

hence the reason for contacting me. 

I also have Church/Centre spare front door  keys and 

a record of those issued. Application for a key should 

be made through me. 

No one is currently staffing the church office, so 
telephone calls and messages may not be answered 
or replied to. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Derek Groom 

mailto:bookings@kingsroadurc.org.uk
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H ere are the communion offering charities we 
selected for next few months at Elders last week: 

 

                 October’s communion charity 
      was MIND   

 

       Harvest Festival offerings, both 
       supermarket vouchers and  

   donations went to HARP and  
   Love Southend Soup Kitchen.  
   (See page 11.) 

 

      November – RNLI 

 

 

            December – to be split equally               
     between the Children’s      
   Society  and ChildLine 

 

 

           January (2021) – Southend                                       
 Hospital Oncology Ward 

 

 

                       February – CAP 

 

 

Pam Skeet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Kay 

  

Thank you for your donation of £77.50 during 
our Emergency Appeal. We couldn’t do the work 
we do without the help of supporters like you. 

Your donation helps support everyone experi-
encing a mental health problem in these difficult 
times – whether they’re struggling with isolation, 
anxious about their or their loved one’s health, 
worrying about the future, or fighting on the 
frontline to save lives. 

It also helps support our vital helplines, provide 
life-saving information and maintain our online 
peer support services for those who need it 
most. With your donation, we can also continue 
to campaign and protect the rights of those of us 
with mental health problems. 

Thank you for making sure that no one has to 
face a mental health problem alone. We won’t 
give up until everyone experiencing a mental 
health problem gets both support and respect. 

On behalf of Mind and of those of us looking for 
advice or support about their mental health dur-
ing this outbreak and after – thank you. 

Victoria Nederend 

Supporter Care Team Manager 

P.S. We are here to support you right now. Our 

information offers advice on how to look after 

your mental health while staying at home or self-

isolating. This might feel difficult or stressful, but 

there are things you can do to help manage your 

wellbeing. Find out more on our website 

Communion 

Offerings 

https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/9ed03020-9bcf-42bb-a6fa-d4f19a79150d?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9oZWxwbGluZXMv&h=a3d61c714e6cc715a02f7d2f47f20d86
https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/9ed03020-9bcf-42bb-a6fa-d4f19a79150d?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1hbmQteW91ci13ZWxsYmVpbmcv&h=802df0ffbd2a28942064f97483d99f20
https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/9ed03020-9bcf-42bb-a6fa-d4f19a79150d?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9kcnVncy1hbmQtdHJlYXRtZW50cy9wZWVyLXN1cHBvcnQvZmluZGluZy1wZWVyLXN1cHBvcnQv&h=0ee4aecd640db58c7f2d280aa95e2eef
https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/9ed03020-9bcf-42bb-a6fa-d4f19a79150d?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9kcnVncy1hbmQtdHJlYXRtZW50cy9wZWVyLXN1cHBvcnQvZmluZGluZy1wZWVyLXN1cHBvcnQv&h=0ee4aecd640db58c7f2d280aa95e2eef
https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/9ed03020-9bcf-42bb-a6fa-d4f19a79150d?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvbmV3cy1jYW1wYWlnbnMvY2FtcGFpZ25zLw%3d%3d&h=e8d253d1370fc56acc56209c44a554e9
https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/9ed03020-9bcf-42bb-a6fa-d4f19a79150d?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy8%3d&h=b2b761b99b69ed57171e574aaa1794a2
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T he same amount (£122.50) was given to One Love 

Soup Kitchen Southend, however they didn’t have 

their receipt book to hand and were only able to give us a 

hand-written receipt. Nevertheless, they were grateful 

for the Harvest Gift contribution from the Church. 
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Some messages from Synod 
 

FACE MASKS 

 

 

 

 

A nother reminder – that face coverings are 

compulsory in places of worship, apart from 

anyone who is genuinely exempt and those leading 

worship at the point where they are addressing the 

congregation. Failure to comply can attract a fine. 

T he URC website continues to be transformed to 

make it easier to use and to look better, and your 

help is needed for the next stage of that work. A 

digital research and feedback group has been 

established for people to inform the look, feel, 

content and navigation of the new website. If you are 

able to give some your time to help, please visit the 

focus group registration page on the current URC 

website. 

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 
 

 

 

 

 

T hese verses are quoted as MAF (Mission Aviation 
Fellowship) prepares materials for a week of 

prayer next month, part of celebrations  planned to 
mark "75  years of life-changing mission".   

So ... 

a. we give thanks for all the pilots and 
maintenance staff who deliver staff, patients, 
goods and medical supplies to many of the 
most remote areas in the world 

b. we give thanks for those in Papua New Guinea 
who are receiving bibles of their own for the 
first time,  courtesy of MAF 

c.  we pray for Rebecca Raggett, leaving home this 
 week for a job with the Hereford Wildlife 
 Centre that this will be a rewarding opportunity 
 for her 

d.  we continue to give thanks for all NHS  staff 
 being called on to nurse and care for those 
 caught in this 2nd wave of Covid19 

e.  we pray for those in the North East for whom 
 the current restrictions bring greater difficulties 
 and economic damage 

f.  pray for the American people voting for the 
 Presidential candidate 

g.  we give thanks that, in spite of the conflicts and 
 volatile situations in much of the Middle East, 
 Christian partners continue to run community 
 centres, safe places and opportunities for
 learning for the whole family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May I (Morag) close with a request for prayers for my 
family after the death of my brother this evening. He 
leaves my sister-in-law, a son and daughter, 6 
grandchildren,  3 great grandchildren and a great 
many friends 

https://urc-news.org.uk/2JB1-1NJ26-9B7HRX-139PGZ-1/c.aspx
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Kings Road URC – Financial Update 

This year has been very challenging for us; as was reported in the previous edition of Viewpoint. With Covid-19 cases 

now increasing again in many parts of the country as we go in to Winter this situation looks unlikely to get much 

easier any time soon.  

Below is a brief report on our church finances for the 9 months to the end of September followed by a forecast for 

the full year. I would be very grateful if you could prayerfully reflect on these as we approach our church Gift Day in 

November. 

 

General Fund - 9 months ending 30th September 2020 

 

 

Donations - Our weekly / monthly giving to the church held up well during the period of the lock down. Thank you 

very much, all of you who continued to support the church financially during this period. It has been very much 

appreciated.  

Activities - Income from activities ceased mid-March when the church building was closed. We are now however 

receiving a small amount of new income with the building partially re-opening in September. Paint Pots have 

returned for the Autumn term and a number of other hirers have made initial enquiries about coming back. 

Investment income - Has been largely unaffected by the virus restrictions, the small shortfall being due to part of the 

solar panel array not working. This problem has now been fixed. 

HMRC - The last income line above is the money that we have received from the Government’s Coronavirus Job 

Retention Scheme. In exchange for the church placing its employees on ‘furlough’ (still being paid by us but not 

working) the Government paid, initially 80% but reducing to 60% of their wages. 

Expenditure – Savings have arisen on:- 

Ministry & Mission (£1,000) – Starting in September the church has reduced its payments to this central fund, which 

pays ministers stipends, by £1,000 per month to the end of the year. 

Centre Administrator (£1,633) – Karen retired from her post at the end of June and has not been replaced. 

Gas, Electric and Water (£1,699) – Savings due to the church being closed. 

I.T. (£760) – Expenditure to upgrade equipment and processes deferred due to the church closure. 

Photocopier costs (£553) - Saving due to the church being closed. 

There were also savings, albeit smaller, in several other areas. There was one area of over- spend where I failed to 

budget for a share of Andrew’s removal costs on his taking up his ministry with us. 

Following the end of the September quarter I have updated the forecast for the year which I prepared following the 

June quarter accounts and which appeared in the September edition of Viewpoint. The new projection for the year is 

below. While I have endeavoured to produce as reliable a forecast as possible please remember these figures are all 

estimates. While the budget and prior year figures include Gift Day, the forecast does not include it. 

Actual 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2019

Income

Donations (General giving, gift aid & other donations) 38,559 39,150 39,023

Activities (Hall lettings, fund raising, other income) 10,292 24,350 24,183

Investment income (Rents, dividends and solar panels) 8,988 9,867 9,488

HMRC - Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme Grant 8,025 -- --

65,864 73,367 72,694

Expenditure 72,959 78,611 74,034

Deficit -7,095 -5,244 -1,340
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General Fund - 12 months ending 31st December 2020 - Forecast 

 

The drop in activities income (principally hall lettings), already significant at the end of September, becomes huge 

when extrapolated forward to the end of the year (down over £27,000). While we are hopeful of a few hall hirers 

returning before the end of the year the income generated will be very minor compared with what we would 

ordinarily receive in a December quarter (Music Festival, Christmas concerts etc.) It is this significant shortfall which 

is the primary cause of the potential deficit doubling in the last quarter of the year to over £14,000. 

Gift Day 

The church is holding its annual Gift Day on 22nd November. This year, more than many in the recent past, we would 

really appreciate your prayerful consideration of what you might be able to do to help the church through this very 

difficult financial period in its life and witness.  

Andrew’s leadership of our church and our witness to the community around us is currently constrained by the 

virus. As far as we are able, let us do our best to ensure that our church is not constrained by lack of funds when the 

virus restrictions come to be eased and life returns to something more akin to the ‘normal’ that we were used to. 

For some of us this Covid-19 period has brought personal financial problems which will be our priority at this time. 

For others however, whose income has been unaffected, it might have been a period of enforced saving as we have 

been unable to pursue many of the activities that we would have enjoyed previously. For those of us in this position 

let us give serious thought to a more generous gift on this occasion, thankful that we are not facing the difficulties 

that some others in our community are facing and perhaps recognising that we are better placed to help out at this 

time.  

If you pay tax you can ‘Gift Aid’ your gifts to the church. This enables the church to claim tax credits from the 

Government on your donations. If you are not currently ‘Gift Aiding’ and could do so, please seriously consider doing 

so now. It increases what you give to the church by 25% at no additional cost to you. Please contact Lynda Beamont 

for further details. 

 

Thank you very much 

 

Alan Clifton 

Treasurer 

27th October 2020  

Forecast 2020 Budget 2020 Actual 2019

Income

Donations (General giving, Gift Aid & other donations) 50,900 55,275 56,914

Activities (Hall lettings, Fund raising, other income) 12,500 39,750 39,474

Investment income (Rents, dividends and solar panels) 12,000 12,850 12,595

HMRC - Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme Grant 8,700 -- --

84,100 107,875 108,983

Expenditure 98,700 107,275 101,604

Deficit -14,600 600 7,379
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These pictures of Andrew’s induction were taken from the 

television as I was unable to be there. My apologies for the 

quality. In spite of using some clever new focus software,  I 

was unable to improve them any further. (Ed.) 
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T he situation in Zimbabwe is extremely difficult 

right now.  

In August the Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

(ZCBC) in a pastoral letter described the situation as, 

“a multi-layered crisis of the convergence of 

economic collapse, deepening poverty, food 

insecurity, corruption and human rights abuses 

among other crises.”   

Government corruption, and ongoing restrictions and 

suffering led to protests from the Zimbabwean 

people. The government has responded with 

lamentable disregard for alternative voices. Their 

heavy-handed response has been characterised by 

arbitrary arrests and violence against activists or 

those related or connected to them. Journalists have 

been abducted and tortured as ransom for those in 

hiding. 

The statement from the ZCBC and other faith leaders 

and groups in Zimbabwe caused recriminations from 

the government. Zimbabwe’s context remains 

complex and precarious. The recent attacks on all who 

have voiced concern over injustices, corruption and 

violence, including the church, has simply reinforced 

the reality that coexistence, tolerance and 

accountability remains contentious issues in the 

country.  

Christian Aid Zimbabwe works with several faith-

based organisation including the Catholic Church 

through a partnership with Silveira House, a Catholic 

Jesuit institution and stands in solidarity with the 

Bishops. Christian Aid Zimbabwe is supportive of 

statements issued by fellow church umbrella 

organisation that is the Zimbabwe Council of 

Churches (ZCC) and the Evangelical Fellowship of 

Zimbabwe (EFZ) (EFZ), who are its partners. Christian 

Aid’s CEO, Amanda Khozi Mukwashi sent a letter of 

solidarity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christian Aid Zimbabwe team are continuing to 

speak out for justice and support our partners while 

treading a careful line as an international NGO, 

mindful that our partners rely on our ability to 

operate within the country. 
COVID-19 Response 

In Zimbabwe, we continue to ensure that 15,000 

people have enough water to wash their hands 

regularly. We are also supporting communities in 

Mudzi and Mutoko whose livelihoods have been 

impacted by Covid-19. 

Moving Stories 

Zimbabwe 

Ben Masora: Unsplash 

 

Global Justice Now (GJN) 
 

Debt is too often a mechanism of control imposed 
on the poor by the rich. COVID-19 has torn away 
the claims that the system work for the most vul-
nerable in the world.  
 
GJN is calling for the immediate cancellation of 
huge swathes of debt in the global south, along 
with a wealth tax to stabilise and improve health 
services. Add your voice to this call! 
 

file:///C:/Users/suzanne.pearson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MG926NDX/Immediate,%20unconditional%20debt%20cancellation%20to%20free%20up%20government%20spending%20in%20these%20countries.%20We%20are%20calling%20for%20at%20least%20$
file:///C:/Users/suzanne.pearson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MG926NDX/Immediate,%20unconditional%20debt%20cancellation%20to%20free%20up%20government%20spending%20in%20these%20countries.%20We%20are%20calling%20for%20at%20least%20$
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Bangladesh 
COVID-19 & FLOODS 
 

O ur Christian Aid Bangladesh programme has 
been working on supporting partners facing the 

new challenges of COVID-19 on top of the challenges 
they were already facing such as climate change and 
flooding. 
 
"This is going to be the worst flood in a decade," said 
Bangladesh's Chief of Flood Forecasting and Warning 
Centre. This year the monsoon floods have affected 
21 districts in northern and north-eastern parts of 
Bangladesh with 15 districts moderately to severely 
impacted.  
 
Christian Aid partners are sending constant updates: 
floodwaters are rising. People, livestock and houses 
are underwater. Water and sanitation infrastructure 
has been damaged.  
 
Most of the Char (island) farmers, many of whom are 
dairy farmers, were hoping to recover from the eco-
nomic shock of COVID-19 during Eid, as this is the 
festival when Muslims sacrifice cattle and goats. 
However, due to heavy flooding the transportation 
of livestock was difficult.  Farmers were not seeing 
good prices for their livestock as COVID-19 continues 
to cause economic challenges. However, the Bangla-
desh programmes support the most vulnerable as 
they face these challenges. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Response 

Christian Aid partners have been taking action to 
prepare for COVID-19 in the Rohingya refugee 
camps. In order to reduce the risk of transmission, 
operations in the camps have been reduced to the 
provision of essential services. All non-essential visits 
to the camps have been suspended – but our work 
continues. 
 

Christian Aid has an office in Cox’s Bazaar and in Camp 
15 with a large warehouse. We have a team of 25 ex-
perienced and skilled national staff working together 
with local NGO partners (Dustha Shasthya Kendra and 
Dhaka Ahsania Mission). 
 
We are raising awareness of the virus and sharing hy-
giene messages to people in the camps in their local 
Rohingya languages. We are also assisting doctors in 
the camps to receive training so they can treat infect-
ed people and train other doctors in health facilities. 
 
Christian Aid expects to train 85-100 healthcare staff 
on infection, prevention and disease control. We're 
also ensuring healthcare staff are equipped with per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE) and that handwash-
ing stations are available at the entrances to 10 health 
facilities. 
 

Central America 

C OVID-19 and its aftermath has forced lockdowns 

and curfews in Central America. The restrictions 

have meant income loss for many poor families, many 

of who depend on informal markets. There has also 

been increased violence against women and children.  

The governments have not put suitable mechanisms in 

place to test a lot of people and implement protocols 

to safeguard people’s health and livelihoods. In many 

cases, hospitals have collapsed. People with COVID 

symptoms have decided to stay at home instead of 

going to the hospital.  

The four countries in which Christian Aid works in Cen-

tral America (Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and 

Nicaragua) reported around 180,525 positive cases by 

early September. However, due to inadequate testing, 

cases and deaths could be much higher.  

The region has lost more than one million jobs. The 

fear is that violence and poverty will increase signifi-

cantly.  

In Nicaragua, the government has not been upfront 

about the number of cases and the real impact on the 

population. The authorities have promoted business-

as-usual (including public events) – contrary to interna-

tional standards and protocols.  

The government also threatens those who criticise the 

lack of preventative measures. In the case of health 

workers, the authorities decided to fire some special-

ists and nurses for expressing their concerns about the 

strategy used to manage the pandemic. 

(Continued over page...) 

UN: Unsplash 
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Christian Aid partners ORMUSA, ISD, FESPAD, OCDIH, 

CDH, CONGCOOP and Centro Humboldt are 

responding to the pandemic by providing biosecurity 

equipment, psycho-social support and food to the 

communities. However, visits to the beneficiary 

communities were suspended for around four 

months. But our partners used virtual communication 

to monitor the impact of the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, partners as ICEFI and FUNDE have 

denounced the government corruption which exists in 

the resources management of funds for medical 

equipment and medical stock to cope the pandemic. 

In many cases the resources approved via 

international loan or national budgets were 

mismanaged. This has reduced the governments’ 

capacity to provide adequate health care. 

Please, pray for the people who have lost jobs and do 

not have enough food and medicines. Pray that our 

work in the region makes a difference to the most 

vulnerable. 

 

Commitment for Life is the Global Justice 
Programme of the United Reformed Church in 
the UK 
kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk | 020 7520 2726 | 
suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk | 020 7916 8638 
www.urc.org.uk/cfl | www.facebook.com/
comm4life | Twitter: @Comm4Life1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hayley Lyla: Unsplash 

Maggie Hebden 

at Havens Hospice 

T here is no such thing as a typical day in 

housekeeping, though cleaning laundry is at the 

centre of it! 

“It can be sad working in a hospice, however it is all 

about doing the best we can for our patients while 

they are with us. I feel privileged to work with some 

lovely people and that makes ordinary jobs like 

cleaning toilets easy, because it is helping them." 

Margaret (Maggie) is just one of our dedicated 

Housekeepers who ensure the hospices are clean and 

safe for our Care Teams and families. Our 

housekeeping team always go the extra mile to make 

patients feel special, they have recently taught 

themselves towel art to leave in the bedroom before 

a family arrives. 

This is what it takes’ to provide our hospice care to 

families when they need us most. #HospiceCareWeek 

mailto:kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/hospicecareweek?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWWWShSbtEINdYOOLoSlcGysI1mdxVyU8gmPzMOUHMENB4FPA_cRE2xYY7R7q9-b2i6mo0i9QtPi8o1jJUz26zhayRH1CutHq2C9NfYzMcrNbaQSNCs_y24SfTM4Xt_yq0WzeyCrUaDk4AtYBK2hE-QjDRoojrZn2Wov2ikeigNgEiUQJ6atW8bc
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Crossword for the November  
issue of Viewpoint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Across 

1   ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when He 
 had given — , he broke it’ (1 Corinthians 
 11:24) (6) 

4   ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall, and His 
 — over me is love’ (Song of Songs 2:4) (6) 

8   Surrey town that hosts the National Christian 
 Resources Exhibition (5) 

9   Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)  

10  Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)  

11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah  

 (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)  

12 A part of the temple where the blood of a 
young bull was to be smeared  

 (Ezekiel 45:19) (9) 

17  ‘They make many promises, take false — and 
 make agreements’ (Hosea 10:4) (5) 

19  Roman province to which Paul returned after 
 evangelizing it on his first missionary journey 
 (Acts 16:6) (7) 

21  Material used to make baby Moses’ basket 
 (Exodus 2:3) (7)  

22  ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find 
 thee to fail’ (5)  

23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep — to his voice’ (John10:3) (6)  

24  Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given 
 to Christ on the cross (John 19:29) (6) 

Down 

1 Elijah dug one round the altar he built on 
Mount Carmel and filled it with water  

 (1 Kings 18:32) (6) 

2   ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the 
 power of God for the salvation of everyone 
 who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7) 

3   Buddhist term relating to belief in 
 reincarnation (5)  

5   Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, 
 restored the sight of the blinded Saul of 
 Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)  

6  and 16  Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11)  
  (5) and their gait (Joel 2:4) (6)  

7   A three (anag.) (6)  

9   Athenian council addressed memorably by 
 Paul (Acts 17:22) (9) 

13  Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)  

14  Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)  

15  Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)  

16 See 6 Down (6)  

18  Paste (anag.) (5)  

20  How the cedars of Lebanon are described 
 (Isaiah 2:13) (5) 

*** 
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Wordsearch for November 

T his month Scotland remembers one of the very 
first disciples of Jesus.  St Andrew is honoured not 

for any mighty deeds of his own, but for his love of 
introducing people to Jesus.  He went straight off and 
introduced his brother Peter to the Saviour, and fol-
lowed that up by bringing Nathanael/Bartholomew to 
Jesus. ‘Better Together’ seems to have been his slo-
gan, too! ‘We have found the Messiah!’, he told them, 
unable to keep the good news to himself.  Andrew’s 
connection with Scotland dates back to the claimed 
translation of his remains from Patras in Achaia to 
Scotland in the eighth century. The church in Fife 
where these remains were buried became a place of 
pilgrimage during the tenth century. All of this may be 
no more than pious legend,  but that St Andrew was 
highly regarded in Scotland and became its patron 
saint is beyond doubt.  

 

Scotland 

disciples 

Jesus 

Andrew 

honoured 

 
Peter 

Nathanael 

Bartholomew 

Messiah 

Saviour 

Solution to September/
OctoberCrossword 

Patras 

Achaia 

eighth 

remains 

translation 

Fife 

pilgrimage 

tenth 

pious 

patron 

saint 

love 

introducing 

place 

Wordsearch Solution for 
September/October 

*** 
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Olive Wood Carvings 

O live wood carving has its origins with Franciscan 
monks who taught the local Palestinian residents 

the craft around the time of the construction of the 
first Church of the Nativity, which had its own origins 
in the fourth century. For some Palestinians ,olive 
wood carving has become one of the few methods 
they  have to support their families, due to the exigent 
conditions  of their homeland. 

 

 

 

 

Abu Nidal, a wood carver in Bethlehem,says that the 
lack of tourists coming to Bethlehem due to the 
ongoing conflict and Israeli closures, have stopped him 
getting to Jerusalem and other tourist centres. Export 
regulations for Palestinians also make it difficult and 
expensive for him to sell his goods, meaning that he is 
now struggling to provide for his family. He has a wife 
and three children to think about, as well as his 
parents who live with him. 
Abu Nidal’s story is not unique, it is the norm for many 
Palestinians and he is experiencing significant loss of 
the normal freedoms that you and I take for granted; 
visiting their families, travelling abroad, getting to 
work and school, and accessing healthcare. Instead 
there are delays caused by checkpoints and roads they 
can’t drive on, some preventing access to their 
farmlands.   

15,400 olive trees were illegally uprooted or 
destroyed on Palestinian farms during 2019-20, 
effectively destroying the livelihood of hundreds of 
Palestinians. 
The Christian community in Palestine are finding it 
difficult to maintain the integrity of the church  in 
Israel and perhaps the Christian faith itself is at stake. 

“I feel  that by selling some of their woodcarvings we 
will help to encourage the Woodcarvers in some small 
way.” (Paul Fox).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prices range from £4.50 for the Holding Cross to the 
Musical Box Crib at £25. The camel (above) is £10. 

 

*** 

 

I have edited this piece from Paul Fox . However, what 
ever your views on the situation in Israel, you can help 
the survival of Palestinian families  by buying their 
carvings which, for some, is one of the few ways they 
have of supporting their families. [Ed.] 

Some of the carvings available 
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A CHERISHED MEMORY OF ONE SO DEAR * 

*My Grandmother’s words from my Grandfather’s WWI war grave (6 November 1914) 


