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security system will be ‘switched off’ if I don’t renew
it. My renewal date is much later this year. I have also
had five approaches from MacAffee, another
computer security company, offering to set up
security on my system. A quick click on the sender’s
email address will usually reveal the true sender.
Currently I am receiving emails from seemingly
reputable companies in Italy, Finland, Latvia and even
Fiji! I am also receiving various scam emails from such
as the parcel delivery service DPD, Virgin Media,
Amazon , most major supermarkets and others.
I realise that I’ve been banging on about this for some
time, and will continue to do so as long as the
scammers operate, but be very aware that the only
time you are likely to be asked for your bank card,
debit card or credit card details is if you actually buy
something on line, initiating the purchase. Even then
be very careful that the ‘company’ you are purchasing
from is real.

Editorial

A

gain... we find church services denied to us,
except electronically. At present services will
be available on line on YouTube at https://
kingsroadurc.org.uk/TV with the link on our
Facebook page at https://facebook.com/
KingsRoadURC/ and on other links such as Vimeo
which are announced on Kings Road URC emails.

Banks will never ask you to move your account over
the ‘phone, the Police or HMRC would be highly
unlikely to threaten you with arrest over the ‘phone,
so if in doubt, if you can, use another ‘phone to call
the bank/police/HMRC..

Hopefully we’ll all get vaccinated reasonably soon
and be able to ‘congregate’ once again at the
Church. From a personal standpoint, having been
‘confined to quarters’ for most of 2020 (since March)
I’m looking forward to the needle in my arm,
although it may be that, like the ‘flu jab, it becomes a
yearly event! Who knows, perhaps those clever
people in Oxford, or wherever, will invent a single
‘flu/Covid jab!

M

ay I wish you all a very happy and healthy new
year and hope that we emerge from this grim
time to years of boring normality when we can attend
church services, sing lustily, standing next to each
other without fear of passing on anything worse than
a cold.
***

M

[The picture at the top of this editorial is a
(recoloured) portrait of me drawn by my mother in
1973, not long after my (hippy) student days at art
school, 47 years ago. I’ve taken the liberty of using it
as December saw my 73rd birthday. Ed.]

ore depressing news of the unscrupulous
folk that would deprive you of your money.
On page 7, news from Synod mentions ‘scammers’
using the current vaccination procedures to defraud
you. In the past few days I have come across another
potential fraud, which will probably reach you if, like
me, you spend time on your computer. In the past
three days I have had three approaches from Norton
Lifelock security (which I use) informing me that my

Closing date for copy for the March/April issue will
be Sunday, 21st February 2021.
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resentment, and fear have become the reality. A few,
a very few, however, do find the things that they
have hoped for, for so long.

ear Friends,

It’s that time of year again. We anticipated
Immanuel, God with us, throughout Advent as we
considered and prepared, with thoughts of Love, Joy,
Peace and Hope, to celebrate the birth of The Christ,
Messiah in what we now know as the Middle East all
those generations ago.

Jesus’ death on a cross didn’t bring an end to hope
for the future. It intensified it. The promise of New
Life through faith in Him has driven millions of people
throughout the world to discover hope for all
mankind in their lives.

We have given thanks to God for the great gift
bestowed on the world in poverty, rather than
splendour. As a child, rather than an avenging soldier.
In humility rather than the arrogance that can come
with power.

It is important for us to move into this year in hope.
Hope that the rapid developments in vaccine
research and production will continue and develop
treatments for other dangerous infections. Hope that
these advances will take whole populations out of the
endemic risks posed to their lives allowing them to
focus on economics and education instead of basic
survival.

And at the beginning of January, we remember the
horror of infanticide in Bethlehem as a king who
knew his limitations as a leader, tried to remove a
threat that he knew about only by chance in a
meeting with scholars. A threat that he had never
seen. A threat that he could not locate. A threat that
he would never understand.

We must have hope that as life settles into some sort
of normality and the threat posed by Covid recedes a
little that we will be able to socialise, meet and
worship together as families and as the family of God.

We also remember that family displaced by the
threat of death. Fleeing as refugees to another
country because they needed to find somewhere
safer than their own. A family finding safety in the
country where their ancestors had been enslaved and
which they had fled guided by God and a man who
had never asked for the role that God gave him.

Let us work for a world of hope this year.
As always. Stay safe, keep well, until next time.

Geoff

As we enter this new year, fleeing, ourselves, from
the reality of Covid restrictions and a new more
virulent form of an already dangerous virus. Perhaps
we are hoping that we can escape from that place
into a new existence where newly developed
vaccines will help with the illness caused and bring
the pandemic under control.
God’s people, Israel, had long hoped for the coming
of Messiah to free them from their troubles and
burdens. When Messiah was born, however, he was
rejected by those who had hoped and longed for his
coming. Many wanted him dead not knowing that
this was God’s plan all along.
In the Middle East today and all over the world, we
see oppression and repression. People fleeing their
homeland with the hope that a fresh start awaits
them only to find worse treatment, hatred,
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will wish you a happy New Year in the hope that
the current pandemic will respond to the marvels in
the world of science and will show fruit and that the
political climate here and elsewhere will become
more tolerant and fruitful.

resolution to rid ourselves of negative thoughts and
only say and write positive things. Facebook and
elsewhere is rife with negativity from political news
to cleaning up after your dog. There must be
something better to say.
One of the few pleasures still available to me at this
time, is walking. Living near the seafront I am
fortunate to have the promenade within easy reach.
When walking I often take my iPod with me which
has over 4 days of music on it. Plugging in my
earphones I can be transported to another world. On
the day of writing, whilst walking, I chose to listen to
Handel’s “Messiah”. One of the greatest oratorios
ever written and a great favorite of mine. The
opening words, sung by the tenor, are “Comfort ye
my people, saith your God”. I was almost
immediately overcome by a feeling of what a belief in
God meant to me. Despite all that is going on, and
despite all that we have or may be having to go
though, there is such comfort knowing that God is
always there for us, whether we ask for it or not. I
pray that you may feel this too and this is a prayer
that we all might share with each other.

It is hard to write pastoral news in these times. Firstly,
we are separated from church friends and news and
secondly we are prevented from showing help to
others by the requirements of lockdown. The only
communication available to us is by the telephone
and through internet media. I, like many others, spent
Christmas alone. My youngest daughter was laid up
with the Corona virus and feeling extremely ill and
joining my eldest daughter would have meant more
than two households coming together, thereby
breaking the current regulations. We relied on Zoom
and the telephone. My neighbors on both sides, on
hearing that I would be alone, supplied me with
turkey lunches on Christmas and Boxing Days. We
were also shown, by the humanity of the Sikh
community (Khalsa Aid. Ed) in supplying meals for the
stranded drivers at the port of Dover, the M20 and
Manston Airfield, that the values of “helping your
neighbour”, can be found in all religions and none.

We hear that Gary’s care home is in lockdown, due a
staff member contracting the virus, and the residents
confined to their rooms, even for their food. This
must be extremely dispiriting, and we remember
Gary and all others in similar circumstances, deprived
of the physical contact the we all need as humans.
If you do not already receive Morag Gregson’s
excellent prayer group reflections, I would
recommend them and thank her for providing this.

Despite the dreadful news that sometimes assaults
our screens and media, the majority of people are
kind and peace loving and there are no barriers to
this. Good news indeed. Let us make a new year’s

(continued over page…)
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Information from the Eastern Synod

(… continued from previous page.)

I

am indebted to her for this week’s thoughts
which include:

•

we pray for all four nations of the UK, for those
in positions of state trying to make the best
decisions for the welfare of all
• pray especially for all in medical, nursing and
caring professions as their responsibilities become
ever heavier
• pray (very hard) that the relaxation of the
regulations for Christmas Day have not been
sufficiently abused as to cause even greater
difficulties in our hospitals
• pray too that the traditional Scottish Hogmanay
and New Year’s celebrations will be muted this year
to aid the NHS
• give thanks that those in the church family who
have contracted the virus have so far come through
without the necessity of a hospital stay
• whilst we give thanks that the vaccine
programme has begun to roll out across the country,
there are many parts of the world with greater
numbers of deaths from the virus, but with fewer
opportunities to receive medical care and ultimately
to be vaccinated. We pray for them and for the
health and aid agencies who are striving to even out
the balance between rich and poor nations.
• give thanks that Paul's church Zoom group has
had its first successful meeting and pray that these
will continue to cheer and give support to those who
are able to join in.
•
and finally pray that our world will become a
safer one through the coming year and that the
terrible events of this one will encourage a more
caring atmosphere to develop between nations
because of their shared experience through it.

SCAM TO AVOID
Sadly, people will always seek the opportunity to
defraud. Apparently, there are those who are
phoning elderly and vulnerable people offering to
book their vaccination and asking for their bank
details as there is a payment to be made. There is no
such payment needed. Do avoid responding to any
such calls [Remember NHS treatment is free. Ed]
A PRAYER FROM THE SYNOD MODERATOR
Lord, bless us and keep us in these strange times.
May we know the peace that we can find only with
you. Help us to look forward to a less restricted time,
though looking for the benefits of a good ‘new
normal’. May we know the joy that we can find only
with you. And bless those who struggle the most
with where we are. Be with those who face the
bigger challenges of these times, whether those of
self-isolation, of being a key worker, of missing those
we cannot see, of having to make difficult decisions.
Guide us in your ways. May we know the hope that
we can find only with you. So, bless us now and
always. Amen.

Thank you, Morag.

If you are in need of any kind, please do get on the
telephone or make contact with any church elder,
friend or official. Just to talk about something is
often all that is needed. We have a responsibility to
give time and patience to listen to others with care.

Derek
Derek Groom—Pastoral Secretary
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My role (as Moderator) finishes at the end of the
year. I confidently leave this in the hands of Lindsey
and Nicola who have shared with me the preparation
of what we have offered. My formal farewell will be
at the March Synod (on the 20th). Keir, as Synod
Clerk, suggested that to me, and it seemed a highly
suitable and sensible suggestion, to which I was
pleased to agree. I look forward to seeing many of
you then. Needless to say, I am disappointed that
these last months have been a time in which I have
not been able to travel around the Synod as would
normally be the case, and so I am sorry it will have
been longer since I have ‘properly’ seen many of you
than would have otherwise the case. However, many
colleagues are facing similarly strange comings and
goings. I don’t want to anticipate what might be said
on March 20th, but I do want to say, through this
medium, that I have had twelve and a half great
years as your Synod Moderator. I did think it was
going to be a little longer, but God had other ideas. I
am excited about going to Scotland. That’s where
ministry started for me, but I am extremely sorry to
be leaving Eastern Synod, though I do so confident in
the knowledge that there are good people looking
after things until my successor is in place. God’s
blessings on you all

Ms Hawken was educated at Chalkwell Towers

Female bank manager
Leigh: Tributes for one
of UK’s first

and then at Storrington School, both of which were
located in Chalkwell Avenue.
Not only was she the first female bank manager to
be appointed by Barclays bank, but she was also
appointed magistrate to the Southend bench in

(By Sophie Sleigh-Johnson of
The Leigh Times)

1970, following in the very progressive footsteps of
her grandmother, Adelaide Hawken who was one

of the first women to be appointed as a magistrate
in 1920, and who also established a mother and
baby clinic in 1915, more than 30 years before the
NHS did.
As Chairman between 1988 and 1990, Ms Hawken
worked in conjunction with chairman of the

T

Rochford bench Babs Sudell, and successfully
ributes have been paid to life-long Leigh

oversaw the amalgamation of the two benches.

resident and well-respected magistrate

She was also a lifelong member of Crowstone St.

Dorothy Hawken, who died this year at the age

George’s Church, contributing greatly to the

of 97.

fellowship and worship there.

Dorothy Florence Hawken was born in April
1924, the only child of John Hawken and his

Ms Hawken lived in her later years at the care

wife, of Hawken Ltd, an outfitters and school

home Abbeyfield St. Georges in Westcliff, and died

uniform suppliers in Leigh Broadway.

on 30th of August 2020.Mrs Jane Morgan added:

Local retired magistrate Mrs Jane Morgan

“Dorothy was such a special and much admired

recalls: “The business was first located near St.

person. She was very much a respected ‘Lady’ in

Clements Arcade and latterly at 62 The

the true sense of the word, and many people can

Broadway. She lived with her parents in the flat

be grateful for her contribution to society”

above the business so she said she was

[Reprinted by kind permission of the Editor of the

always ‘very good at climbing stairs!’”

Leigh Times. Ed.]

Hawken Ltd were an important part of the
community fabric during the war with Mr and
Mrs Hawken running a canteen at Crowstone
St. Georges church for soldiers billeted in
Westcliff.
The canteen was a hub of activity, opening
every evening and serving teas, coffees and

cake to soldiers, for which local residents
generously donated items from their limited
rations.
It also provided musical entertainment, with

twice weekly concerts, at which Dorothy herself
would recite something.
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The World Day of Prayer is an international movement
supported by every Christian denomination. It also raises funds for many charitable projects throughout the
world.

This year, to support World Day of Prayer funds, we are
holding a Coffee morning and concert at St Clements
Church, Leigh on Saturday 13th February 2021 at
10.30am. We are aware however that covid-19 restrictions may still be in place. In this event there are
contingency arrangements for an on-line concert
(details to follow later if necessary).
The World Day of Prayer service itself is on Friday 5th
March 2021 at 10.30am and will be at a new venue for
us, St Marks in Hamlet Road, Southend. Once again it
may be that Covid-19 restrictions will limit or prevent
attendance so it is hoped in this event that the service
will also be available on-line (again details to follow
later if necessary).

World Day of Prayer

Everyone is most welcome to both these events. Please
support them if you can.

T

he service this coming year has been written by
the Christian women of Vanuatu. Perhaps like
me, you do not know much about this country. It is
an archipelago of 80 islands in the South Pacific 2,000
miles east of Australia, and formerly known as the
New Hebrides. From 1906 it was jointly managed by
the French and British and consequently the people
found themselves stateless, neither French nor British
nor New Hebrideans, and with no land rights. However, in 1980 the Republic of Vanuatu was founded as a
parliamentary democracy.

Linda
Linda Clifton
WDP Committee
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Gift Day

T

hank you very much to everyone who has contributed to the church’s Gift Day appeal. The total raised
as I write is £7,240. Your extremely generous support of
the appeal this year is very much appreciated and has
greatly assisted us in ensuring that our church finances
are sound going into the new year.

A huge ‘thank you’
to all the ‘bakers’ and the ‘buyers’
The Christmas Cake Sale in December
2020 raised £222.40 for Church funds.
So... we’re going to have another one (see
the following page for details!)

We will in due course be able to claim ‘Gift Aid’ on many
of your gifts. While I cannot at this stage be sure of the
amount, I think we can reasonably anticipate that this
will be of the order of £1,600 taking the sum raised in
total to over £8,800.
Covid-19 restrictions and in particular the loss of most of
our lettings income made this a very difficult year for the
church financially. You have responded splendidly.
Thank you very much

Alan
Alan Clifton
Treasurer
28th December 2020
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Sale of old CDs and Dvds

M

oira Doxford has been sorting through and
selling on eBay, many of the CDs and DVDs that
have so far been given to her and has raised over
£80.00 (so far) towards church funds. Thank you so
much Moira.

F

ollowing the successful sale of cakes before
Christmas, we are having another cake sale in

Moira is now ready to deal with some more. so
please have a sort through your collections and
pass on any CDs and DVDs that you no longer
require.

February. Orders to be in by Sunday 7th February for

delivery week commencing the 21st February. Please
contact Lynda 01702 528710 or Margaret
07956919873 with your requests.

O

utreach among Church Family and Friends .

Over the past fortnight Paul Fox has been organising an online Zoom chat and get-together for church
folk. This has been a lovely opportunity just to say ‘hi
‘and have a conversation with friends. Especially now,
as we are unable to see each other at church, it is a
great way to keep in contact and breaks up what
could be just another ‘COVID’ day. Conversation is
very varied with a wide range of topics discussed. This
week had us laughing with Judy as she tried explain
how, in charades, she acted out the singer Britney
Spears. The mind boggles!

Choice of cakes
Victoria Sponge .......................................£4.00

Chris’s famous bread pudding................. £0.50 a slice

If you are interested in joining us please give Paul a
call or email him on paulfox36@gmail.com and he
will give you the login details for the next gathering.

Apple cake. .............................................£4.50
Fruit loaf. ................................................£3.50

Fairy cakes ...............................................£2.00 for 6
Chocolate sponge ..................................£4.50
Banana and chocolate cake ...................£3.00
Lemon drizzle .........................................£3.00
Vegan chocolate brownies ......................£0.30 each
Ginger and raisin cake ..............................£4.00
Coffee and walnut cake ..........................£4.50
Weetabix loaf .........................................£3.00
Cheese and Celery loaf,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,£3.00
Cheese and Celery loaf (small) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,£2.50
Carrot cake ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,£4.00
Date flapjacks ...........................................£0.50 each
Marmalade .............................................£2.50 a jar

Apple Pie ...................................................£3.50
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Colour-in page
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13
16

Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)
He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes
desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) (6)
18
British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)
19
Pans (anag.) (4)Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)

January/February Crossword

***

Wordsearch January/February
The Christmas story carries on into the New Year, with
Epiphany and the arrival of the Wise Men, led by the
Star in the East. Through the eyes of faith, they saw
Messiah in that small baby, and worshipped him, giving gifts that foresaw his life and work. New Year is
also a time of new beginnings for us – resolutions
about diets and paying the bills and doing better at
work... Happy New Year!
Across
(Jan 21)
1
‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment
a — began to crow’ (John 18:27) (4)
3
Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)
8
Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel
16:23) (4)
9
Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’
(2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)
11
Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)
14
Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)
15
Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)
17
Predicted site of the final great battle
(Revelation 16:16) (10)
20
Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)
21
One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles
7:36) (4)
22
For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)
23
United Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel (1,1,1,1)
Down
1
Favourite church activity: Fellowship
round a — — — (3,2,3)
2
Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)
4
Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)
5
Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10)
6
(Psalm 78:34) (4)
7
Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)
10
One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known
songs, —— King (3,7)
12

Epiphany

Frankincense

Wise

Myrrh

Men

New

Camels

Resolutions

Baby

Bills

Jesus

Work

Star

Study

Herod

Running

Worship

Gym

Gold

Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)
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(Jan 21)

Solution to

Solution to

Christmas Crossword

Christmas Wordsearch

***

***
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With our partner Christian Aid, Commitment for Life
works to secure the well-being of the refugees who
languish in Cox’s Bazar. Please keep the refugees in
your prayers. Pray especially for a softening of
hardened leaders’ hearts in Myanmar, and for visible,
compassionate action from the international
community.

Central America Jan/Feb 2021

Moving Stories
Bangladesh Jan/Feb 2021
Rohingya Moved to “Prisoner Island”
Flood waters have submerged homes in isolated
Guatemalan communities such as Alta Verapaz. Many
are left without supplies or places to stay.

Esteban Choc Giut, the Indigenous chief of the
village, points to some rooftops in the distance. “That
roof over there is mine,” he says, “and that is the
school building. We lost everything, including all of
the 500 books.”

A

The Guatemalan Coordinator for the Reduction of
Disaster (CONRED) estimates that there are 234
communities left incommunicado following the rains
from Hurricanes Eta and Iota in November.
CONRED lists 2.4 million people affected by flooding,
with more than 270,000 in temporary shelters. Some
of those involved in the relief effort have estimated
that there could be as many as 50,000 people in
isolated communities who are not receiving aid.

uthorities in Bangladesh have begun to relocate
thousands of Rohingya refugees to what has been
described as a "prison island."

Located at about 21 miles from the mainland, the
controversial island facility can accommodate a tenth
of the refugees who are in refugee camps in Cox’s
Bazar, near the Myanmar border.
The island only surfaced only 20 years ago. It has never
been inhabited and is regularly submerged during
monsoon season. As such it is prone to the cyclones
and extreme flooding that regularly beset the Bay of
Bengal.

With no clean water to wash in, playing in stagnant
water and living in cramped conditions, diseases are
starting to spread. Health workers who have manged
to get through report seeing coughs, stomach issues,
diarrhoea, vomiting and fevers, as well as skin
conditions.

“They have taken us here forcefully,” a 31-year-old
man told Reuters as he boarded a bus near Cox’s
Bazar. “Three days ago, when I heard that my family is
on the list, I ran away from the block, but yesterday I
was caught and taken here,” he said.

Support for our partner Christian Aid is vital. Christian
Aid has worked in Central America for many years,
and so is best placed – certainly from a UK
perspective – to make a real difference on the lives of
the very poorest communities affected by
environmental disasters.

An 18-year-old woman said that her spouse had put
their names on the list thinking it was for rations. He
fled when they were told to go to Bhasan Char, she
said, adding that she is also hiding in the camp.

Thank you for all you do in support of Christian Aid
partners through Commitment for Life.
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Zimbabwe Jan/Feb 2021
Holding Mining Companies to Account

L

ike in many African countries, mining in Zimbabwe creates enormous wealth. However, very

little reaches the communities most affected by min-

News in from Diana Paulding: 2019 URC
Youth Representative on the URC IOPT trip
& Commitment for Life supporter

ing. Mining often devastates both the local and global

environment.
Christian Aid supports the Zimbabwe Alternative Min-

T

ing Indaba (ZAMI) that creates space for citizen and
civil society participation in the mining sector.
ZAMI offers safe spaces for local community engage-

hank you so much to Commitment for Life for
your support this past year of the Christian Aid

Prophetic Activists’ ‘Stop Fuelling the Fire’ campaign.

ment and dialogue, seeking solutions for the problems mining causes for the environment and locally

We petitioned the government to end the use of UK

affected communities.
Through ZAMI, locals can demand social and environ-

Export Finance to fund fossil fuel projects overseas.
Over a thousand people signed the petition and

mental accountability from the large mining corpora-

many people contacted their MPs to raise their con-

tion. They can insist on respect for human rights in
the mining sector.

cerns about the issue. We went to Downing Street on

In addition, ZAMI builds communities that can moni-

sations for a socially distanced ‘hand-in’ event of all

tor corporate accountability on issues such as local

of our petitions.

Friday 4th December 2020 with a coalition of organi-

environmental degradation and the commitment to
address global warming.

Thank you for everything you have done to help the

Your support of Commitment for Life ensures that

campaign!'

organisations such as ZAMI are able to function,
bringing tangible benefits to our sisters and brothers

Commitment for Life is the Global
Justice Programme of the United
Reformed Church in the UK

in Zimbabwe.

kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk | 020 7520 2726 |
suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk | 020 7916 8638
www.urc.org.uk/cfl | www.facebook.com/
comm4life | Twitter: @Comm4Life1
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